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I^Cin'g File To lie Line 

e - By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM 

From Th« Commercial Anp<*t 

Waihif'fl'on Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart- 
ment's review el. the FBI investigation 
into the assassination of Martin Luther % 

King initially will be limited to checking 
the contents ef ‘‘four drawers in a tiling 
• cabinet,” and v;ill net necessitate a return 

ofinvcstig-itors to Memphis, 
j John Wilson, a spokesman for the Jus- 
tice Department, said Afty. Gen. Kdwar i 
Levi has ordered a review of the RSI's 
investigatory work into t he assassination 
— ami not into the assassination itself — 

. to determine "toe sufficiency of the origi- 
nal investigation." 

The review v;as ordered in light of rc- 
cent Senate lntelliccr.ee Committee dis- 
closures that the laic J. Etijur Hoover. t.»c 
KBi director who led the King investiga- 
tion. cunsiiiei oil mu uivii tigins ieauei 
“dangerous'’ and was a party to various 
v^mrassments directed at King before he 

was fatally wounded on a Memphis mo. cl ■ 
balcony April 4. 1968. . , 

At a news conference Wednesday night. 

President Ford said he abhors harassment 
of King and an ettort should be made to 
bring to justice those responsible. He said 
= ’ he would consult with Levi on the matter. 

The records to be reviewed. Wilson 
said, "fill four drawers in a filing cabi- 
net," apparently containing paperwork 
and' agent reports on .their investigatory 
work. 

Asst. Attys. Gen. J. Stanley V’ottmger 
and Richard L. Thornburgh will review 
the files and determine whether the trr 
tigation, for any reason, should o. 

reopened. . 

Wilson noted that Levi, Pottinjer and 
y-o ’ Thornburgh all have joined the Justice 

. A cjst~ Department since the King slaying. 

Cu- 1 The Senate hearing disclosures have led 

. * to some voicing concern that the rills 

\ V” , - preconceived notions may have led to 

v>. shortcomings, and possibly to cover-up^, 

jT during the investigation. 

i T he disclosures include reports the FBI 

f | ' bul . R( ;d King’s hotel rooms and sent tapes 

I to ins wife. and. at one time, sent urn a 

X - . letter hinting he should commit suwiiw. 

Hoover, testimony indicated. >■ ^ 

Ki“ to be ’’dangerous’’ and agents should 
act-’.a-Wunthis eficctivcncss. 
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I-CxLtJtdcred Pottingcr, as.v-stsr.J-afljr- 
ney general in charge of civil rights, and 
Thornburgh, assistant attorney general m 
charge of the criminal division, "to review 
the file and to recommend to me whether 
the investigation shouid be reopened." 

Levi's action "is not in itself a reopen- 
ing of the matter." Wilson said. "He has 
no indication that the original investiga- 
tion was anything less than thorough." 

The FBI. which threw heavy resources 
into the investigation of King’s murder, 
early identified his prehnblc killer as 
James Ear! Fay and traced Ray to Lon- 
don, where he was apprehended. 

Kay was extradited, returned to Mem- 
phis and tried for murder in Shelby Coun- 
ty Criminal Court. He pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to 99 years in state orison. 
Kay’s recent petition for a new trial was 
denied. 

Wilson said there are r,o plans at this 
time for any field investigation that migni 
result :'n F3t agents once again st udyin g 
the scene of the slaying in Memphis. 
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